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ABSTRACT 
three genera, viz., Pteria Scopoli, Pinctada Roding and 
e family are characterised by the presence of a straight 
of which may, however, bear one small tooth-like projection at 
the ligemental area; the outer surface of the valves is scaly. In 
e is long, the anterior and the posterior ears of the shell are pro- 
is directed backwards and is at an obtuse angle to the hinge. 
, the hinge is moderately long, the ears are short, the 
ong axis of the shell is at right angles to the hinge, In 
are altogether absent and the long axis of the shell is 
er deals with the taxonomic descriptions of the 
om the Madras harbour, the pearl beds of the Gulf of 
y lagoons in the vicinity of Mandapam and the Andaman Islands, 
gg Port Blair and Mayabundar. The report aims at clarifying certain doubts generally held in 
to nomenclature and the true identity of the pearl shells occurring on the Indian coasts. 
Bhaduri (1933) had stated that all the pearl oysters till then known from the Indian 
be ascribed to five well-defined species. The occurrence of P. sugillata recorded hem 
beds was hitherto not known from the Indian coasts. 
Oanus Piactada Roding 
I The true pearl oysters ascribed earlier to the sub-genus Margaritifera under the genus pt,p& 
[ w n ,  1901) are now referable to the genus Pinctada as pointed out by Prashad (1932), Prashad 
end Bhaduri (1933), Iredale (1939) and Hynd (1955). The generic characters may be briefly stated 
follows: a long straight hinge uniting the two valves; long axis of the shell at right angles to the 
i n e l  the left valve a little deeper than the right one; a byssal notch on each valve at the base b" 
Df thd mterior lobe; a variedly coloured periostracum which is generally brownish, often with 
1 =kings; inner surface of the valve lined with nacre of briIliant lustre. The diagnosis of 
under the genus is based usually on (I) the presence or absence of the hinge teeth and 
@ nature and their disposition when present; (2) the general contour of the shell, the extent of 
w o p m e n t  of the ear lobes and the colouration and markings on the surface; (3) the spread 
d & 1 1 . 8 ~ ~ ~  border in relation to the non-nacreous portion of the inner surface of the valves and 
. . 
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